Box Office Notes for A Christmas Carol.

Mike Maran Productions and The Nuffield Theatre, Southampton

present

A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens,

Adapted for the stage by Mike Maran

Told by Mike Maran

Music composed by Alison Stephens

Performed by Norman Chalmers (concertina)

Directed and Designed by Patrick Sandford

· This production is a faithful adaptation of Charles Dickens’s story

· It is suitable for the whole family but may not be as well appreciated by small children.  (The worst that could happen is that they might get bored!)

· The performance is in two Acts of 40 mins each and there will be an interval

· Scrooge encounters the ghost of his former partner, Jacob Marley, and the ghosts of Christmas Past, Present and Future.  These ghosts are not particularly frightening.  They come to Scrooge in his own interests and he is a willing partner in his own redemption.  The story moves into a dark space towards the end of Act 1 when Scrooge understands that he alone is responsible for his own lonliness.  Scrooge redeems himself in Act 2 and the show ends on a very happy and uplifting note.  One reviewer described it as ‘deeply deeply moving.’

· The production is beautifully designed and lit with holly, ivy and mistletoe, and candlelight.  It is a truly festive scene with singing and dancing incorporated into the storytelling.

· The performance is directed by Patrick Sandford who is the artistic director at the Nuffield, Southampton.  Patrick has directed the last four Mike Maran Productions, ‘Novecento’, ‘Picasso & Me,’ ‘A Funny Valentine’, and ‘Italia ‘n’ Caledonia.’

· The writer and actor, Mike Maran, is responsible for previous productions which you might have seen – ‘Captain Corelli’s Mandolin’ and ‘The Little World of Don Camillo,’ and the award-winning ‘Mahler: Song & Dance Man,’ and ‘Did You Used to be R.D.Laing?’

· Norman Chalmers has directed music for the National Theatre of Scotland and other major Scottish theatre companies.  He is a well known face on the Scottish folk scene and is a founder member of ‘The Cauld Blast Orchestra.’  As well as concertina, Norman plays whistles and thumb piano during the performance.

· It will appeal to anyone who likes a good story well told, and especially to anyone who would like a good night out at the theatre over Christmas.

· Mike Maran Productions’ website is www.mikemaran.com
