Media release.

'Captain Corelli’s Mandolin'

by Louis de Bernieres

told by Mike Maran 

music composed and arranged by Alison Stephens (mandolin, guitar, trumpet & tuba)

 and Anne Evans (piano & flute)

 Mandolin magic…’ The Herald

‘Comes like an oasis of real human communication in a desert of media glitz and spin.’  The Scotsman.

‘Engrossing, touching and beautifully played.’  The Sunday Times.

‘I loved it.’  Mariella Fostrup.  BBC Edinburgh Nights.
Mike Maran brings this epic romance, set during the Second World War on the Greek island of Cephalonia, to the stage, as an operetta for a two storytellers, two musicians, two chickens, two aubergines, three puppets, two buckets, a tuba, a motorbike and a goat. 

 ‘Captain Corelli’s Mandolin’ tells the story of Dr. Iannis, his daughter, Pelagia, the heroic Italian soldier, Carlo Guercio, Captain Corelli, and the love they all share.  It’s a passionate story that sweeps you up with joy one minute then makes the fright and rage of war boil in the stomach the next. It is full of laughter and tears, the joy of love, and ultimately, the triumph of life over death

Over 600 performances worldwide – almost every seat sold out

Notes for the editor.

 Mike Maran embarked on a career as a rock star in the 1970s opening shows for Uriah Heep, The Electric Light Orchestra, Roy Wood’s Wizzard, Medicine Head, Emerson Lake and Palmer, Captain Beefheart and Steeleye Span. He released three solo albums.  Today, his feet are planted firmly in the theatre to which he brings a wealth of musical experience.  Mike’s recent work includes the award winning productions of ‘Did You Used to be R.D.Laing?’, ‘Mahler: Song & Dance Man’ and ‘The Little World of Don Camillo’.  He is preparing a new work modestly entitled ‘Picasso & Me’.
Alison Stephens is a leading exponent of the classical mandolin in the UK. She regularly gives concerto performances and solo and duo recitals across the UK and around the world as well as regular orchestral work with orchestras including the London Symphony Orchestra and the Royal Opera House and played mandolin in the film adaptation.

Anne Evans studied in Edinburgh, London and Vienna and has developed a career both as flautist and pianist. For many years she appeared as solo flautist with the Scottish Baroque Ensemble and in a violin/piano duo with the late Leonard Friedman.

Further information on ‘Captain Corelli’s Mandolin’ and other Mike Maran Productions 

visit www.mikemaran.com    e-mail mike@mikemaran.com  

Download photos from resources area at www.mikemaran.com
 ‘Captain Corelli’s Mandolin’ by Louis de Bernieres was first published in Great Britain by Martin Secker and Warburg in 1994. It is currently available as a Vintage paperback at £6.99. Louis de Bernieres has also published, ‘The War of Don Emmanuel’s Nether Parts,’ ‘Senor Vivo and the Coca Lord,’ and ‘The Troublesome Offspring of Cardinal Guzman.’

The film.  The mandolin in the movie is played by our very own Alison Stephens.

Mike Maran is ‘one of Britain’s most talented storytellers’ (Hong Kong Life) and ‘a  tour de force – a stalwart of the fringe who consistently produces work of originality and quality.’ (The Scotsman).  In the early seventies he embarked on a career as a rock star touring with Uriah Heep, The Electric Light Orchestra, and Steeleye Span and he released three solo albums.  Today, his feet are planted firmly in the theatre where he brings a wealth of musical experience. His new production, 'Did You Used to be R.D.Laing?' won a 'Herald's Angel' at this year's Edinburgh festival Fringe.
Anne Evans studied flute in Edinburgh, Vienna, and London.  She has played all over Europe and the Far East. She performs at the highest levels of music making in Scotland. In the late eighties Leonard Friedmnan discovered her latent talent as a pianist. Since then she has gone from strength to strength, playing in Stravinsky’s ‘Ebony Concert’ with Chamber Jazz, in duo recitals with her husband, Dick Lee, and performing the Mozart and Beethoven Quintets for piano and wind with ‘North Winds.’

Alison Stephens is  Professor of Mandolin at Trinity College, London, and probably the finest mandolin player in the UK.  She made her professional debut aged 17 in the Vivaldi Concerto for Two Mandolins at The Barbican, London.  Since then she has played with every major orchestra in every major hall in the country and all over the world.  She has recorded an album  called, 'Music from the Novels of Louis de Bernieres,' which was released by Chandos on October 21st 1999 and has been hugely successful featuring in the classical music charts over Christmas.  Ali plays for The Royal Opera House, The Royal Shakespeare Co. and for the film of  'Captain Corelli's Mandolin.'

Sold Out. This legendary production has sold out over 200 theatres - from the intimate100 seats in Rondo Theatre in Bath and the 200 seats in the Bull Theatre, Barnet to the cavernous 850 seats of the Festival Theatre in Malvern and prestigious 700 seats of the Royal Lyceum in Edinburgh - from the tiny theatre at Valvona & Crolla at the Edinburgh Fringe in 1999 where it was born, to fill No.1 touring houses throughout the UK.  The word on the street is - 'you'll be lucky to get a ticket for this show - book early!

