Mike Maran Productions and The Nuffield, Southampton

present 

‘A Funny Valentine.’

The story and music of Chet Baker.

told by Mike Maran

directed by Patrick Sandford

It’s 1961 and Chet Baker is in jail in Lucca.  Voted best trumpet player in the world only five years before – now he’s doing time in an Italian jail for drug offences. Italians strolling around the town walls stop and listen to the sound of Chet’s golden trumpet wafting through the prison bars.  

Chet shared his prison cell with a storyteller.

The storyteller became his friend .

28 years later, Chet shared a hotel room in Amsterdam with his friend.

That was the night Chet Baker died.

Only the storyteller knows what really happened.  

He knows the whole story – and now he’s telling it.

With live music on stage arranged and performed by Colin Steele (trumpet) and Dave Milligan (piano) this is an unforgettable evening of jazz, junk, and genius!

‘Mike Maran is a mesmeric storyteller’  The Stage
‘Beautifully conceived and executed, mellow and melodic, Colin Steele’s music has instant appeal.’  The Observer.

‘Dave Milligan is a pianist of astonishing verve and subtlety… a whirlwind tour de force.’  The Guardian.
‘Chet Baker has the face of an angel and the heart of a demon! Trouble comes to anyone who touches him!’

Fabio Romiti.  Public Prosecutor.  Lucca.  Italy.

Suitable for 15+

