Box office Notes

A Funny Valentine.

The music and story of Chet Baker.

Told by Mike Maran

With music arranged and performed by Colin Steele (trumpet) and David Milligan (piano)

Directed by Patrick Sandford.

· ‘A Funny Valentine’ tells the story of the famous trumpeter and singer, Chet Baker - a legend of American music and an iconic figure in the history of jazz. All the big Chet Baker anthems, like ‘My Funny Valentine’ are played live on stage during this production.

· Chet Baker was also a drug addict – and his addiction, like his music, is central to the story. NB. This production is not suitable for audiences under 15 years old.

· The performance is in two acts of approx. 45 mins each.

· The story is set in Italy, in Lucca, a small town north east of Pisa in Tuscany where Chet Baker served 16 months in prison for offences related to his heroin addiction.

· It is directed by Patrick Sandford who is the artistic director of The Nuffield Theatre, Southampton.

· The writer and actor, Mike Maran, is responsible for previous productions which you may have seen….

Huge smash hits…Captain Corelli’s Mandolin and The Little World of Don Camillo.
Critically acclaimed…Picasso & Me and Novecento 

Award winning…Mahler: Song & Dance Man and Did You used to be R.D.Laing
· Colin Steele and Dave Milligan are Scottish musicians with international reputations.  The Colin Steele Quintet’s album ‘Journey Home’ which was arranged by Dave Milligan was voted BBC CD of the Year, 2004.

· Mike Maran Productions make theatre in a genre that marries storytelling with live music, fully staged, designed, and lit, to offer audiences a dramatic theatrical experience.  It is storytelling with music for grown ups.

· A Funny Valentine will appeal to audiences who have seen Mike’s previouis productions, who like music and in particular jazz, and who like a good story well told. It is fringe theatre for mature audiences.
· Great music from the American songbook
· Great story – a sometimes amusing and sometimes dark look into the world of a great musician and drug addict.  Chet’s beauty was not in his life – it was in his music.
· Entertaining and interesting.
· Great night out
